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Koi farming can be an option  
for the landless farmers

Twenty-five landless farmers from Dhemaji and Lakhimpur dists. of 
Assam, have started a tank based fishery model during the month. 
15000 fish seeds, with a size of 1.5 cm of fast growing strain of climbing 
perch, popularly known as  Vietnamese Koi (Anabas testudineus), was 
released in 25 small poly lined tank of 10.42 square meter in the area. 

Dr. A. K. Sahu, retired fishery scientist, Central Institute of Freshwater 
Aquaculture (CIFA), Bhubaneswar was the resource person, who 
trained the Koi fish rearers on feed and other management practices 

required in the Koi farming.  
Accordingly, the farmers did the netting of 

the pond on the 10th day of the seed release. The 
size of the fish, as measured was 4.4cm. Further, 
on the 20th day of the seed release, the size of 
the fish reached to 7 cm which weigh 7.5 gram. 
From 1.5 cm to 7cm in 20 days, was a matter 
of awe to the farmers. When asked about the 
experience of the Koi farming by a project staff, 
Jogesh Doley, a Koi rearing farmer smilingly 
said, “I am amazed to see the growth of the fish, 
which was beyond my imagination”. 

The activity was initiated under the CML-
Tata Trusts & Mising Autonomous Council 
(CTM) project in Assam.  The project team 
together with the fish farmers are excited and 
looking forward to the goal of increasing the fish 
to an average weight of 150 gm by the 5th month. 

Successful entrepreneur  
of BOKO WADI project

Prakash Rabha a resident of Bamunigaon village sets an 
example of a successful agriculture entrepreneur. He supplied 
10,000 approx. black pepper sapling to the villages under the 
“Tribal Development Fund- WADI project at Boko, Assam”. 
He generated revenue of Rs. 9,50000 within seven months 
(February – September 2018) by selling at Rs. 9.5/per sapling. 

“I am very happy to be a part of this project. Today, I am 
getting contracts from Meghalaya for supplying plants. I wish 
to grow my nursery even bigger than it is now.”  Said Prakash

Prakash belongs to Rabha community of Assam who 
resides adjacent to the hills boarding Meghalaya. The 
villages are some of the most sought after location for 
elephants, due to which the farming community are at 
risk. The sole dependent on paddy cultivation thus never 
suffice the basic survival needs of these farmers. Therefore, 
around 600 farmers in the Boko block of Assam have started 
aeracanut based orchard development intercropping 
with black pepper, Assam Lemon and pineapple. 
Prakash and four of his friends with the support from the CML 
Boko team have successfully set up a mark as black pepper 
nursery entrepreneur in the area, which would influence and 
motivate many youths to start the activity. 



Film screening, an approach to improve  
quality of education in Tulashikhar Block 

Causing Incredible Performance

The movie “Nil Battey Sannata” (literary meaning: 
Zero Divided by Zero Equals Nothing) was screened 
in Banbazar Panchayat of Tulashikhar Block in the 
state of Tripura. Approximately 300 to 400 members 
participated in the event. Members of Panchayat Raj 
Institutions(PRI), School Management Committees 
(SMC) besides the parents, teachers and the children 
of the village participated in the film screening event.  
The objective of the film screening was to create 
awareness on the importance of education in one’s life. 

The event was a part of community mobilisation 

initiative under the education programme in the state. 
Feedbacks were shared by the participant, post film 

screening on their understanding and the implication 
of education in their life. 

 “Nil Battey Sannata” is a 2015 Indian comedy-
drama film directed by Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari in her feature 
debut.  The movie shows the importance of education 
and it portrays a high school dropout, housemaid and 
a single mother of a young girl who wanted to change 
her life situation irrespective of their social status. It 
also shows the parental role in shaping the future of a 
child. 

A two-day workshop on causing incredible performance 
was held at IBPS campus, Guwahati. The program was 
conducted as a part of human resource development of 
CML, under the guidance of Prof. C. Balaji. 10 employees 
of CML participated in the two-day program. 

The program focused on understanding the CIP 
framework, which claims to produce incredible or 
unbelievable results by individuals in any aspect, 
at work and in personal life. The framework has 
two components viz. the meaning of “incredible 
performance” means, and ways to measure it and  
processes to cause incredible performance, using the 
actions and tools under the action principles of the 
framework. 

The two-day program was conducted on 14th and 15th 
of September 2018. A follow up program is scheduled on 
4th of October followed by an individual project. Professor 
C. Balaji will coach one on one to each individual willing 
to take up a project to cause the incredible performance.  

“The socio-economic status of a mother in the movie was similar 
to us. She was struggling like anyone of us, but then realised the 
importance of education and took advantage of it. So why not us?” 
said Gautam Kaur, Ashrambari panchayat member, Tulashikhar 

block, Tripura 



Workshop on Facilitating Participatory Communication

Participation in Smartisans Season 4
Handloom products of 120 weavers under the brand 
“Village Loom” in association with “La Meraki” were 
exhibited in the Smartisans Season- 4. The fashion, 
lifestyle and luxury exhibition was organised by 
STOIC marketing group at Vivanta by Taj, Guwahati 
on 30th September. The exhibition was a great 
success which generated a business of Rs. 60,000 
approx. including the sale on the day and the 
transactions done post event. Further, avenues and 
partnership were created during the event.

The products exhibited in the stall includes 
handloom shirts, kurtis, chadar mekhla and plain 
fabric of multiple colours. 

Village Loom is a brand created under the CML-
TATA TRUSTS & MAC project to give an identity to 
the weavers and the quality of products generated 
under the project. 

A five-day residential workshop on facilitating 
participatory communication was held from 
26th September to 30th September in Leslie 
Sawhney Centre in Deolali, Nashik, Maharashtra. 
The program was conducted by Vikalp Kriya, an 
organization based out of Maharashtra. A total 
of 26 participants representing 14 organisations 
across the country participated in the program. 

The workshop was one of a kind with no training 
schedules and designated modules. It was mostly 
participatory in nature. The facilitators helped in 
promoting participation among the participants 
with brain storming sessions to discuss issues on 
social change.  

Manash Pratim Chutia, Lakhyajit Borah and 
Rituparna Nath from CML participated in the five-
day workshop held at Nasik. 

Visits under the NISD project by Skills team 
The skills team of CML, undertook 
a 4-day monitoring visit under the 
ongoing Northeast Incubation & Skill 
Development Project implemented 
by Selco Foundation. The ongoing 
project encompasses multiple 
components – training, incubation 
of prospective entrepreneurs, bank 
linkage being the core ones.  The 
project entered its 2nd year of 
operation and the visit was a part of 
the review meeting scheduled on 4th 
of October, 2018 at Mumbai.

Through this assignment, 
the team made visits to Selco 
Foundation’s training partner namely 
DB Tech at Rangajan, Golalghat 
where detailed discussions were 
held with trainers, support staff as 

well as with the trainees. Followed 
by the visit to the training centre, 
few selected incubates under the 
project at Nalbari, Abhayapuri 
and Bongaigaon district of Assam 

were visited. Meetings with bank 
managers of Vijaya Bank, Jorhat and 
Assam Grameen Vikas Bank, Nalbari 
towards prospective bank linkages 
were also made during the visit.  
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Photo of the month 
Photo clicked by Nishan,  
Cluster Coordinator, Tripura 

Students of grade 6&7 
conducting hands on 

experiment on electricity, 
during the extensive support 

programme, conducted by the 
education team in Tripura.

 Ð In a lifetime, the human mouth produces enough saliva 
to fill two Olympic-size swimming pools.

 Ð If saliva cannot dissolve something, you cannot taste it. 
Try drying off your tongue before tasting something.

 Ð Every tongue print is unique.

 Ð Nose can remember 50,000 different scents.

 Ð Human beings are the only living things which sleep on 
their backs

 Ð Bones are about 5 times stronger than steel.

 Ð It is impossible to sneeze with your eyes open.

 Ð The eyes receive approximately 90% of all our 
information, making us basically visual creatures.

 Ð The little finger of the human hand holds 50% of its 
strength.

 Ð After eating too much, hearing is less sharp

 Ð Multi-tasking is a myth; the brain can think of only one 
thing and can perform only one cognitive task at a time.

 Ð It’s possible to know whether a person is ‘rich or poor’ by 
just looking at their face

 Ð Nomophobia is the term given to describe the feeling of 
panic or stress people experience when they are unable 
to access their mobile phone


