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Voluntary Teaching 
Programme of  
CML Team

CML, Guwahati team has initiated a 
voluntary teaching programme  at Rajdhani 
ME school in Dispur  as part of their team 
work on January 28, 2019. Four team 
members Rajashree Das, Shiv Shankar 
Kumar Choudhury, Pradipta Mondal and 
Kandarpa Kalita visited the school that day 
and conducted a session on English learning 
for the students of class 8th standard.  The 
Head Teacher Sri Karunamoy Goswami, 
English Teacher Sri Chandradhar Pegu and 
other two teachers were also present during 
the session.  Altogether 24 students; 11 boys 
and 13 girls participated in the programme.

The whole session was conducted in a 
participation mode, where students were 
given a chance to interact and express their 
understanding on the English as a language 
through various methodologies. 

The four foundational skills of language 

learning i.e. reading, writing, speaking and listening of the students were 
assessed during the session through various fun learning activities. 

The idea of volunteer teaching programme evolved as a means of 
team building exercise of CML which involves minimum or no cost 
in carrying out the activity. The idea was first cited in a brainstorming 
session facilitated by the Zonal Manager of Tata Trusts, Vijay Yagnamurthy 
during the debriefing meeting held in November, 2018. The idea was later 
deliberated upon successive CML team meetings chaired by the Executive 
Director of CML, Partho Patwari where it was agreed unanimously to focus 
on English Learning for one year. 



“I could sell all my tomatoes her in my village itself at a very 
good price. I was little skeptical in the beginning about the 
market, but there is huge demand within my village and I 
could fulfil some of it” said Junali Rabha

Junali Rabha is a resident of Bamunigaon village in 
Boko district of Assam. She has been successfully growing 
vegetables under her rain shelter unit since the last six 
months. She planted thirty-five tomato saplings, of which 
thirty-two plant survived. She could harvest an average 
of seven kg tomatoes per sapling during the beginning 

of winter which she sold at Rs. 60 per kg locally. Now the 
prices have dropped down to Rs. 20 and she has already 
made a crop calendar for the vegetables to be grown in the 
coming season. 

The intervention was initiated under the Tribal 
Development Fund- WADI project of Boko, Assam. This 
rain shelters were established with the objective to enhance 
additional income and also to produce vegetables in the 
severe climatic conditions like extreme summer & heavy 
rainfall. 

Kauna handmade products from 
around 350 artisans will be exhibited 
in the 3rd World Bamboo Workshop 
to be held in Imphal, supported 
by Livelihood Propulsion Support 
Services incubated by Centre for 
Microfinance & Livelihood Tata Trusts, 
ODESH and Export-Import Bank of 
India. 

The workshop will be held from 4th 
to 8th of February 2019 at Imphal,

This is the third workshop in the 
series after the first held at Mexico in 
2017, second in Peru in 2018 The mega 
event from February 4th to 8th, 2019. 
Manipur.

Participants from around 15 
countries will be joining the workshop 
namely, USA, France, Brazil, Colombia, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Peru, Japan, Australia, Singapore, 
Philippines, Chile and China.

RAIN SHELTER FARMING 
FETCHES KILOS OF TOMATO 
BY WOMEN FARMERS

Participation in 
World Bamboo 
Workshop



A goat shed model was constructed at 
Matiya village in Boko block of Assam under 
the WADI development project during the 
month.  Ms. Jumila Boro is the first lady in 
the project to volunteer for the goat shed 
construction on her homestead land. Also, 
this will be her first time in the goat rearing 
activity.

I always wanted to rear goats for an 
extra income. But, what if the goats die and 
we lose all our hard earned money? sighed 
Jumila Boro who is a farmer.   

The interest that Jumila Boro showed 
towards the goat rearing activity made the 
CML team initiate the goatery intervention 
under the WADI project. 

The goat shed was completed after five 
days with an expenditure of Rs. 6806/-. 
Ms. Boro contributed the entire bamboos 
required for the shed, without which the low 
cost shed would not have been possible at 
all. 

Seeing Jumila Boro, another eight 
ladies have come up for undertaking the 
goatery activity for the first time. The land 
preparation has been completed and the 
construction of the shed will be starting 
soon in the coming month. 

Goatery 
intervention kick 
started in Boko

Goat rearing is an age old practice in the state, mostly because of low 
investment and high return in compared to other livestock’s. Also, goats 
require less grazing land, and can sustain in almost all environmental 
conditions with proper veterinary care. But issues like non availability of 
descriptive breed, lack of scientific feeding, lack of technical knowledge 
about housing, made the rural families lose out of the confidence to 
continue with the goat rearing activity. 

Hence the “Tribal Development Fund-Wadi Project cofunded by 
NABARD & Tata Trusts” aims to review the practice and intervene in the 
entire goatery value chain for enhancing income and generating better 
livelihood opportunities for the poor. 



Visit us:   
www.cmlnortheast.com

Follow us:

Write to us:    
cmlcommunications@tatatrusts.org 

Photo of the month 
Photo clicked by Rupam Boro, 

Field Assistant, Boko 

During his visit to Mina Rabha’s 
farm in Hasi village, Boko

 Ð Goats were one of the first animals to be tamed by humans and were 
being herded 9,000 years ago.

 Ð Goat meat is the most consumed meat per capita worldwide

 Ð Goats can be taught their name and to come when called

 Ð The life span of a goat is about that of a dog

 Ð Goats have a gestation period (pregnancy) of five months and the 
average birth rate for goats is 2.2 kids per year.

 Ð Baby goats (kids) are standing and taking their first steps within 
minutes of being born.

 Ð Each kid has a unique call, and along with its scent, that is how its 
mother recognizes it from birth – not by sight.

 Ð Goats are herd animals and will become depressed if kept without any 
goat companions. So, it is unhealthy for a goat if a family just owns 
one as a pet.

 Ð Goats, being mountain animals, are very good at climbing; they’ve 
been known to climb to the tops of trees, or even dams!

 Ð Goats’ pupils (like many hooved animals) are rectangular. This gives 
them vision for 320 to 340 degrees (compared to humans with 160-
210) around them without having to move and they are thought to 
have excellent night vision.

 Ð Goats are foragers, NOT grazers. It is actually unnatural to graze a 
goat on grass and increases the likelihood of them picking up harmful 
parasites. In their natural habitat, they roam mountaintops and reach 
up as high as possible to pick out choice bits of forage around them.


