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Kokrajhar District of Assam faces recurring floods 
yearly which causes huge devastations to humans and 
infrastructure. Therefore, the local communities namely 
the Village Water and Sanitation Committee (VWSC) has 
mobilised the traditional village institutions to contribute 
towards damaged toilets’ maintenance. Without depending 
much on the government funds, the committees in 50 village 
of the district, mobilised contribution worth Rs. 40,000 
per village for sustained use of toilets and maintenance 
of sanitation in the villages. Along with these 50 villages, 
many more villages have started collecting money through 

this process. “Our efforts towards sustaining the Open 
Defecation free (ODP) has started reaping positive energy 
in the localities”- RWICHA BASUMATARY, Zilla Swachh 
Bharat Prerak, Kokrajhar.

Tata Trusts joined hands with the Ministry of Drinking 
Water and Sanitation in December 2016, to recruit, train, 
and build a cadre of 600 skilled “young professionals” of 
which 400 are already placed to work as Zila Swachh Bharat 
Preraks (ZSBPs), one in each district, across the country. 
Currently 23 Zilla Swachh Bharat Preraks are being placed 
in the state of Assam. 

Local Communities join hands to increase Flood Resilience in Sustainable Toilet Usage

On the occasion of World Environment Day, weavers from Dhemaji planted 
saplings at Common Facility Centre (CFC)of Sisitangoni in the Dhemaji 
district of Assam. 

In order to spread awareness towards the need to preserve the wild 
“borpaat” tree, the weavers along with the employees from CML-Tata 
Trusts and Mising Autonomous Council (CTM) project planted “borpaat” 
saplings on World Environment Day, the 5th of June. Fifty weavers actively 
participated in the effort. A total of around sixty sampling were planted. 
A few saplings were also gifted to the weavers for promoting awareness 
on the effective use of “borpaat”. The saplings were purchased from the 
community nursery, promoted under the CTM project in four flood prone 
districts of Assam.  

The program served to be an opportunity to delineate the value and 
uses of the traditional plant and sensitize about the issues affecting the 
environment.

WORD OF THE MONTH
PROTECT GREEN, SAVE BLUE.

We Belong to The EARTH - World Environment Day

BORPAAT
“It is used as an alternative plant 
for ‘eri’ cultivation, as castor plant 
commonly used for the purpose 
is seasonal and the leaves are not 
sufficient to feed the silkworms for 
a long time. ‘Eri cultivation’ was not 
popular as indoor rearing. It was 
reared in the forests and ‘borpaat’ 
leaves were consumed by the ‘eri 
silkworms’.”

-Chatra Medok, Sr. Program 
Manager, CML Dhemaji



3-day AWP workshop of Education and Sports Team

Focusing on community engagement and 
promoting awareness on quality education 
among the community members, CML’s 
Tripura field team with the support from the 
community, started a Remedial Coaching 
centre in Santhal Basti of Tulasikhar block 
of the state.

CML through community mobilization 
and door-to-door campaigning, helped the 
community members of Santhal Basti, start 
a Remedial Coaching centre. This centre 
serves the engagement of the children after 
school hours on learning the basic concepts. 

Hands on support for imparting better education

“This being the first 
workshop for me, I gained ideas 
from different organizations 
and learned a lot”

A three-day workshop on ‘Annual Work Plan(AWP) of Education and Sports 
team’ was organized at Mumbai on 13-15 June’18 by Tata Trusts. CML 
representatives along with representatives from other associate organization 
participated in the workshop. 

Subir Sukla, Arun Pandhi, Amrita Patwardhan and Tara Sabavala from Tata 
Trusts, Mumbai were the resources persons for the workshop. 

The main objective of the workshop was to discuss on the annual work plan 
of all the associate organizations spread across the country for the evolving 
process of elementary education sector. 

In Assam, CML is going to roll out a concerted Education programme 
covering 121 villages in Nalbari, Baksa, Kamrup (Rural), Goalpara and 
Bongaigaon district as part of its Assam State Initiative(ASI) programme. ASI 
includes livelihood, water & sanitation, health & hygiene along with education 
in a comprehensive manner. 

- Kandarpa Kalita, 
Education team, CML 
Assam

“My children wants to 
go to the coaching center 
everyday as soon as they 

come back from school, they 
look forward to go there. 

As a mother this is a great 
feeling for me” 

– Ruma Munda (Mother)



Closing Ceremony of Manipur Creations 
Skill Development Programme

The closing ceremony of the Skill Development Program 
implemented in collaboration with District Administration, 
Tamenglong (Govt. of Manipur) and Manipur Creations 
was held on 4th June at DC Bungalow, Tamenglong district 
HQ, Manipur. A total of fifty trainees along with other 
dignitaries were present during the program. 

The ceremony was graced by Ms. Ramning Pame (ADC, 
Tamenglong) as Chief Guest along with Mr. L. Kiran Kumar 
(ADM, Tamngelong) who presided over as the President 
of the function. Ms. Langhu (Acting Regional Manager. 
Manipur, CML Tata Trusts), Ms. Gaikhangthailiu (APM, 
CML Tata Trusts) and Mr. Koijam Vasunraz, Proprietor 
(Manipur Creations) also shared the dais with the other 
dignitaries.

All the fifty trainees were awarded a certificate on 
completion of the 35 days’ program along with solar 
powered sewing-machine. 

Social Media, a new dimension for CML

A two-day interactive session on social media, brand and marketing 
was held at the Tata Trusts’ offices in Mumbai on 19th and 20th of June. 
The Communications team of CML had a fruitful discussion with the 
Communications team of the Tata Trusts. The objective of the session was 
to understand the deployment and management of social media platforms 
for various events and stories. The meeting also helped the CML team 
understand how stories need to be generated to keep the audience engaged 
in social media.

Centre for Microfinance & Livelihood already has a vibrant Facebook 
page with more than 3500 organic followers and is now looking for 
establishing more social media platforms. Platforms like Twitter, Instagram, 
blog and LinkedIn shall help CML reach a wider audience for its work and 
engagement with the communities of the region. 



Environment Facts

 Ð ‘Solastalgia’ a new word that 
describes a form of psychic or 
existential distress caused by 
environmental change.

 Ð  Recycling just one aluminum 
can save enough energy to run a 
TV for three hours.

 Ð  Around 25,000 trees are cut 
down each day just to produce 
toilet paper.

 Ð  It only takes one drop of engine 
oil to contaminate more than 25 
liters of water.

 Ð  India has 28 trees per person.

 Ð  The constitution of Bhutan 
specifies that 60% of the country 
must remain forested.

 Ð  WHO says Kanpur (Uttar 
Pradesh) is the most polluted 
city of India, Indore 
(Madhya Pradesh) the 
cleanest city of India and 
Mawlynnong(Meghalaya) the 
cleanest village in India.

 Ð Global Burden of Disease 
(GBD) report states that outdoor 
air pollution is the fifth largest 
killer in India after high blood 
pressure, tobacco smoking, and 
poor nutrition. 

Market based ‘Fisheries Management’ 
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Livelihood Propulsion and Support Services (LPSS), a section 8 company of 
CML in collaboration with Ruchi Agro Allied Development Centre (RAADC) 
facilitated the production of over 1 lakh Indian Major carp fingerlings. In the 
month, 40000 fingerlings have been sold generating a total revenue of Rs. 
140000/-.

The initiative of LPSS provided a critical insight into the social, cultural 
and economic aspects of rearing fishes in Imphal West and Bishnupur district 
of Manipur. It considered the gap in demand vs supply and developed 
strategies to compete the market through quality of seed and the price. Dr. AK 
Sahu, Head, Aquaculture Production (Retd.), Central Institute of Freshwater 
Aquaculture, Bhubaneswar and Mr. Pranjal Saxena, LPSS, CML were the key 
person behind the success of the intervention. 


