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Vegetable 
cultivation 

in Raised rain 
shelter in 

flood affected 
districts of 

Assam

Gali area of Jonai cluster in Dhemaji district of Assam, 
experiences high rainfall every year leading to flood and 
water logging in the area. Vegetable cultivation during the 
season therefore was considered impossible until raised 
rain shelter was introduced to the community. 

Mr Bolin Baruah a farmer from 2no. Galighat village, 
sold 60 kg high value leafy vegetable during the peak 
monsoon month with an earning of Rs. 4500 in a month 
cycle. Seeds were sown in July, and produce was harvested 
and sold in the month of August. When asked Mr. Boruah 
about his experience with the newly introduced raised rain 

shelter, he said that, most of the farmers engaged 
in the activity shared their production amongst the 
neighbour, reason being everyone in the village 
didn’t get the opportunity to initiate the practise and 
the prices in the market goes excessively high during 
the season. 

A total of 28 households were introduced to 
the concept of raised rain shelter for cultivation of 
leafy vegetables and unexpected results have been 
witnessed during the season, under the CML-TATA 
TRUSTS-Mising Autonomous Council Project.  

A visit was made on 23rd August, to a Diversion Based 
Irrigation project in Nagrijuli Block of Baksa district in 
Assam. The visit was made by Mr. Biswanath Sinha, Tata 
Trusts, Mr. Sarat Ch. Das, Grameen Sahara, Ms. Rajashree 
and Ms. Proma from CML Guwahati, to understand the 
perception of the community, convergence and scope of 
scaling up of the project in other similar location of the 
state and the region. 

A total of 14 DBI structures have been constructed in 
the Nagrijuli block, leveraging support from Tata Trusts, 
government and the local community. The intervention 
has touched upon lives of around 4000 farmers spread 
across 3500 acres of land in the location. Gramya 

Vikash Mancha (GVM), Nalbari has been successful in 
implementing the DBI project in the district.  

In the year 17-18, a total of 64 DBI structures have 
been constructed with support from the Tata Trusts, 
in the state of Assam and Manipur reaching to around 
10,000 families during the year. 

Diversion Based Irrigation also known as DBI 
is a cost effective and simple method that applies 
gravitational force to guide the flow of water  
from rivers and streams to adjacent fields. This system  
has revived acres and acres of land across the project 
location that was otherwise considered barren due to 
lack of irrigation facilities.

DBI- A way to enhance livelihood



A day long training program on horticultural crops namely sweet 
lemon (mosambi) and lemon was conducted in Barat Choudhury 
Para village, West Tripura district of Tripura on 30th of August. A total 
of 34 members; 26 farmers and 8 members from village watershed 
committee participated in the day long program. 

The program was conducted as a part of entry point activity for 
community rapport building before the initiation of the project titled 
“Climate proofing through improved water management practices 
by adopting spring shed management approaches” supported by 
Tata Trusts and NABARD.   

Book keeping and accounting trainings were also conducted as 
a part of the entry point activity to bring in consensus for a smooth 
implementation of the project. 

As a part of ongoing CML’s education programme 
in Government schools of Tulashikhar Block, an 
initiative was undertaken to introduce the library 
sessions by Vikramshila Education Resource 
Society, a resource organization in Language. The 
intervention is an innovative approach to build the 
reading skills of students and also attract students to 
schools. 

The Sessions were carried out for grade 5 students 
in Banbazar High school. Ms. Sanchari, Resource 
Person of Vikramshila who underwent the Library 
Educators course of Tata Trusts overall facilitated 
the sessions. The library was decorated with various 
theme like nature and animals from their curriculum. 

The initiative was a great success as a rare site  
of excitement and interest for reading was seen 
among the students. We observed a repetitive  
pattern in reading while discussing the stories 
among themselves said, the resource person of the 
initiative. 

The Wonders of Story Book-children’s  
library in Government schools

Entry point activity being 
conducted in Barat Choudhury 

Para village, West Tripura district



Promotion of Energy in Manipur

Progress Monitoring for sustainable improvement 
under Skills & Microenterprise intervention
During the month, twelve case studies were developed 
by Lyntiborn and Kailash from Skills & Microenterprise 
vertical of CML. The case studies were collected from two 
project namely, Micro-Enterprise Promotion Programme 
(MEPP, Meghalaya) and Asian Paints Colour Academy 
Programme undertaken in Assam and Meghalaya. The 
objective of the assignment carried out by the team was 

not just to document the case studies but also to relook 
at the gap areas towards developing a need based project 
implementation strategy during the next phase.  

A monitoring visit to the training center under the 
MEPP programme was also undertaken by the team in 
Shillong, Meghalaya. The visit tried to explore the progress 
of the ongoing programme. 

Mr. Mohammad Iqbal, age 40 from Yairipok Ningthounai, 
a remote village in Imphal East, left his Medical 
Transcription (MT) job, in a big 
Pune based medical firm to be 
an entrepreneur in the remote 
Manipur. 

Aspiring to set up his own 
enterprise in the solar energy 
sector, he visited each corner of 
the remote villages in the hills 
to create awareness about the 
importance of energy. Gradually 
with the need, he decided to form 

his solar company and got it registered as Malem pvt. ltd. 
Recently, Mr. Iqbal has installed a Solar Powered Sewing 
machine to increase the productivity and efficiency of 
the Sewing machine, as a demonstration for the villagers 

to see and adopt it. Iqbal, is soon 
launching the concept of Digital 
School at three schools in Thoubal.

The CML Energy team in 
collaboration with Selco Foundation 
have been constantly engaged in 
identifying and supporting many 
such Mohammed Iqbal to fulfil their 
aspiring dream and avail sustainable 
energy technologies in the remote 
villages in Manipur. 

“I want to do social 
purpose business, 
adding value and 
helping the poor 
rather than just 
making profit out 
of the business at 
the cost of the poor.”

-Mhd. Iqbal. 

A health camp was organized on 24th August in Bhakatpara 
village under the Tribal Development Fund, WADI project. 
The event was conducted with the technical support from 
the Boko Community Health Centre and Dhupguri Public 
Health Centre. The objective of this camp was to spread 
awareness on Vector Borne diseases such as malaria, 
dengue, Japanese encephalitis, etc. Along with the awareness 
activities, medical check up by doctor, malaria diagnosis, 
blood sugar and blood pressure measurement were also 
conducted for the villagers. 

The event was conducted in the community hall of the 
village. Children from the nearby schools were also invited 
for the camp along with the villagers from the nearby villages. 

Health camp organized in Boko block, Assam
In spite of heavy downpour, around 120 participants have 
attended the event including kids and elderly persons.  

Vector Borne Diseases like Malaria, Japanese 
encephalitis, Dengue are very common in the locality. 
Dr. R Teron, a general physician from the Dhupguri PHC 
along with Malaria Technical Expert Mr. Shankar Malakar 
from Boko Community Health Centre provided awareness 
on the prevention and protection from these common 
vector borne diseases. General health check up and on the 
spot blood test for Malaria was also conducted during the 
camp. Along with the check ups, free medicines were also 
distributed by the professionals. Fortunately, there were 
no cases of Malaria diagnosed during the camp.

As a commitment under the project, more such health 
camps were to be organized in the project villages in the 
coming days.



Visit us:   
www.cmlnortheast.com

Follow us:

Write to us:    
cmlcommunications@tatatrusts.org 

Photo of the month 
Photo by- Sadhan Gope,  
Cluster Coordinator, CML Tripura

Photo was captured during 
the school visit to Tulashikhar 

block by the Cluster 
Coordinator while, the child 

was practicing digits under the 
Education project of Tripura 

State Initiative. 

Phantom rain, rain doesn’t always make the ground wet. In dry, hot places, rain sometimes 
evaporates before it hits the ground

The least rainy place on earth isn’t in the desert. Antarctica gets only 6.5 inches of rain or snow 
per year, making it the continent with the lowest annual rainfall by far.

There’s a scientifically proven way to get less wet in the rain. The faster you get out of the rain, 
the drier you’ll be, regardless of the additional raindrops you run into.

Most rainfall begins as snow crystals or other solid forms. Entering the warmer air below the 
cloud, these ice particles often melt and reach the ground as raindrops.

Rain isn’t shaped like a teardrop. Raindrops are spherical when they first take shape, and then 
they flatten out as they collide with other raindrops on their way to the ground.

Mahabaleshwar, in Maharashtra takes the wettest place title this monsoon, surpassing Cherrapunji 
in Meghalaya this year. 

Rain walks are good. High levels of humidity in the air help keep your skin fresh, young and supple. 

Rain Facts


